BALCINET BALKAN CITIES NETWORK
1ST THESSALONIKI SUMMIT 

BALKAN CITIES NETWORK ESTABLISHMENT AGREEMENT 

FOR THE FRIENDSHIP, COLLABORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

THESSALONIKI

Whereas the CITIES that sign the present Agreement, through the Mayors who represent them:

· Are the biggest cities in the Balkan Peninsula, face respective problems, challenges and have relative perspectives.

· Desire to show off their role as dynamic regional centers, as important evolution cradles that can undertake the materialization of the development planning and promote the decentralization in practice, with the activation and in favor of the local societies.

· Desire to reinforce the role and the efficiency of the Local Authorities in the evolutionary procedure and the administration of local and wider matters, with quality and efficiency.

· Desire to develop friendship and collaboration relations that will contribute to their development and to the prosperity of their citizens, as well as to the establishment of peace and stability in the area, with the expansion of the friendly relations between the Balkan countries and their nations.

· Desire to create an international cities network that will cultivate a solidarity and inter-support spirit, between the organizations, the citizens and mainly the Municipalities, by the evolution of activities and common initiatives.

THE MAYORS AGREE ON THE FOLLOWING 

ARTICLE 1

THE INTERBALKAN INTERMUNICIPAL COLLABORATION

The collaboration and common action of the CITIES, can become not only the information, the know-how exchange and the development of friendly, cultural and business contacts, but also the activation in important matters like the restructure programs, the development programs, the collaboration programs and of course the exploitation of abilities supplied by the European Union for the development of common initiatives and collaboration programs. The planning and materialization of those programs by the Local Authorities, with reliability and efficiency, dictates the interbalkan intermunicipal collaboration.

ARTICLE 2

THE COLLABORATION FIELDS

The CITIES will make efforts for the mutual evolution of a fertile collaboration, for the experience and know-how exchange to all fields and, specifically, to:

· The organization and administration of Local Authority Organizations and of their Enterprises, 

· The administration and finding of financial sources, 

· The environmental administration under quality, viability-sustainability terms,

· The administration of water sources and of the refuses,

· The civil infrastructures, the land planning and the urban planning,

· The education, 

· The urban transportation and traffic matters, 

· The social care, 

· Τhe culture,

· The employment, 

· The financial development, the commerce and the competitiveness,

· The health services,

· The exhibitions and congresses,

· The research and the technological development,

· The energy and the industry,

· The telecommunications and the informatics. 

ARTICLE 3

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENT

The CITIES network concerns the Municipalities, the CITIES Organizations, their citizens, and also the public, state or private enterprises that wish to take advantage of the potentialities of the Agreement. The application of the present Agreement is based on initiatives of the above CITIES Organizations. On no occasion, the CITIES will proceed to activities opposed to the friendship and collaboration spirit and, in general, to the interests of the other CITIES. To the contrary, they will make any possible effort to take advantage of the Cities Network and to friendly work out any disagreement.

ARTICLE 4

THE OPERATION OF THE BALKAN CITIES NETWORK

1. The Mayors’ Council 

The higher board of the Balkan Cities Network is the Mayors’ Council. It is held regularly once a year, it examines the preceding period, it discusses the problems and analyzes the perspectives and the challenges and defines the activity program of the following period. It also decides for the participation of new Cities in the Network. Those periods are annual. The Mayors’ Council may be held extraordinarily, upon the decision of the Presiding City or upon the request of the 1/3 of the CITIES - members of the Network.

2. THE NETWORK PRESIDENCY

Between the regular meetings of the Mayors’ Council, the responsibility for the operation of the Network is, alternately, undertaken by a City, the Mayor of which becomes the President of the Balkan Cities Network. Each year, the City that will undertake Presidency of the Network after three years is appointed, while for the first three years, the Presiding Cities will be appointed by the Formation Mayors’ Council. The Presiding City has the relevance to coordinate all the activities and the competence to intervene according to the regulations in all procedures, concerning the operation of the Balkan Cities Network and the application of this Agreement. It has the obligation to hold annually and regularly and also extraordinarily the Mayors’ Council.

3. THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The administrative activities and the secretarial support of the Network are undertaken by the Executive Committee, under the control of the three-member board, composed of representatives of the Presiding City, the City that presided during the previous period, the City that will preside during the next period. The General Manager manages over the organization and the staff of the Executive Committee, coordinates the services and promotes the activity plan of the Network. The General Manager informs the members of the Executive Committee and the Presidency of the Network for any arising subject. The City, which will be the permanent seat of the Executive Committee and its services, will be decided by the Network’s Founding Council, which will be held this year in our City. The Hosting City is obliged to cover all relative expenses of the Executive Committee and the expenses will be decided by the Mayors during the Meeting of Mayors in Thessaloniki. 

4. THE NETWORK THEMATIC COMMITTEES

For the best attendance and promotion of the collaboration programs in the fields of the Article 2, the Network establish Field Committees per one or most fields, with the membership of competent Vice-Mayors or authorized Municipal Councilors - representatives, appointed by the Mayors of the Cities, under the Presidency of the competent representative of the Presiding City. The Field Committees’ works are sustained and supported by the Executive Committee organization and by the relevant departments of the Presiding City.

ARTICLE 5

THE DURATION OF THE AGREEMENT

The duration of this Balkan Cities Network establishment Agreement for the Friendship, Collaboration and Development, starts up on the day of its signature and lasts until the breach of the agreement by the Mayors’ Council in a meeting, where at least the 2/3 of the Mayors - members should participate.

The Mayors of the CITIES became aware of the content of the above Balkan Cities Network establishment Agreement for the Friendship, Collaboration and Development, they agree, accept and sign it.

	THE MAYORS OF
	SIGNATURE



	THESSALONIKI, 

VASSILIOS PAPAGEORGOPOYLOS


	_____________________

	ALBANIA
	

	TIRANA, 


	_____________________

	KORCA, GJERGJI DURO


	_____________________

	GJIROKASTRA, MURAT KACI


	_____________________

	BOSNIA - ERZEGOVINA
	

	BANJA LOUKA, DRAGOLJUB DAVIDOVIC


	_____________________

	BOULGARIA
	

	SOFIA, STEFAN ANTONOV SOFIANSKI


	_____________________

	PLOVDIV, - REPRESENTATIVE - 

NEDYALKO GENCHEV


	_____________________

	VARNA, - REPRESENTATIVE – 

BAZITOV KOSTA


	_____________________

	BOURGAS, - REPRESENTATIVE – 

MARUSIA LUBTSEVA


	_____________________

	GREECE
	

	ATHENS, - REPRESENTATIVE – 

PAPATHANASIOU FOTIS


	_____________________

	PERAEUS, AGRAPIDIS  CHRISTOS


	_____________________

	PATRA, FLORATOS EVANGELOS

 
	_____________________

	IRAKLIO, ASLANIS KONSTANTINOS


	_____________________

	PERISTERI, 

DIMITRAKOPOYLOS THEODOROS


	_____________________

	LARISA, TZANAKOULIS KONSTANTINOS


	_____________________

	F. R. YOUGOSLAVIA
	

	BELGRADE, - REPRESENTATIVE –

LJUBOMIR ANDJELKOVIC


	_____________________

	NOVI SAD, BORISLAV NOVAKOVIC


	_____________________

	NIS, CIRIC GORAN


	_____________________

	ROMANIA
	

	BUCHAREST, - REPRESENTATIVE – 

CALIN CATALIN CHIRITA


	_____________________

	CRAIOVA, VASILE BULUCEA


	_____________________

	CONSTANTZA, - REPRESENTATIVE – 

AUREL BUTNARU


	_____________________

	BRASOV, - REPRESENTATIVE – 

APOLLON CRISTODULO


	_____________________

	TURKEY 
	

	ISTANBUL, - REPRESENTATIVE – 

UMIT OZEROL


	_____________________

	ANKARA, - REPRESENTATIVE – 

SAHIN GAZI


	_____________________

	IZMIR, AHMET PIRISTINA


	_____________________

	F.Y.R.O.M.
	

	SKOPJE, RISTO PENOV


	_____________________

	TETOVO, MURTEZAN ISMAILI


	_____________________

	KOUMANOVO, KOVACEVSKI SLOBODAN


	_____________________


The Executive Committee and its services are obliged to collaborate closely and to support the Presiding City and are located permanently in a City, decided by the Network’s Founding Council. This City should undertake the obligation to cover all relative expenses.

